Single Wooden Unit

Choose a 3’ x 3" square site for your compost bin.

Use a sledgehammer to pound the four posts (2x4) into
the ground three feet apart, at the corners of the
square. Nail 1 x 6 wood to the posts, leaving two
inches between boards.

One side can be lefi open to allow for easy access if
you wish. A second unit would allow the compost to
mature in one box while you add materials to the first
box.

Wooden Pallet Unit

One easy way to build a simpie and effective
compost bin is to use four wooden shipping pallets
and tie them together. Many retail outlets will
allow you to reclaim the discarded pallets for use at
home. After placing the four pallets upright to
form your square bin, tie the four corners with rope,
wire, or chain. You can use a fifth as a floor inside
your bin fo increase airflow and stability.

Compost Pile

No construction necessary. Find a sheltered spot in your backyard to
begin your pile. That’s it. Just keep in mind that items such as paper
towels and napkins can blow around without a containment unit.




WOODEN-PALLET HOLDING UNIT

A holding unit can be built inexpensively using wooden pallets, or prassurstreated lumber may be used to
make z nicer looking bin. The costs will vary, depending on whether new lumber or pallets are used. Usad

pallets are often avajlable from manufacturers and landfills.

Building 2 Holding Unit Using Wooden Pallets

1. Najl or wire four pallets together to make a four-sided bin at least 3 feet x 3
feet % 3 feet. The bin is then ready to use,

2, A fifth pallet can be used as a base, to allow more air to get into the pile and
to increase the stability of the bin.

Euilding a Holding Uuit'Using Lumber

1, Saw the 8-foot lengths of 2 X 4 pressure-trected Iumber into four pieces, each
4 feet long, to be used as carner posts.

2. Choose a 3-foot-square site for your cormpost bin. Use the sledge hammer to
pound the four posts into the ground 3 feet apart, at the cammers of the square.

[78)

- Saw ezch of the five 12-foot boards into four 3-foot piecas. Allowing five
boards to a side and, starting ar the botrom, nail the boards to the posts to
make 2 four-sided container. Leave 2 inches between the boards to allow air |

Materials

= four woeden pallets
(Five pallets if you
want a bottom in
the container), sized
to make a four-sided
contairer at least
3feetx3feetx
3 fect

= pails

* baling wire

or

« two eight-foot
lengthsof 2x 4
pressure—tragtad
Iumnber

« five 12-{oot lengths
of 1 x 6 pressuze-
meated lumber

s .galvanized 8d nails
(1 pound)

Tools

° sawW

« sledge hammer
* Claw hammer

» work gloves

N

to gel into the pile.

S

. If you wish to decrease your composting tirne, build a second holding unit so
that the wasies In one can mature while you add wastes to the other.



WVPPENDIX AL FLANS FOR LONSTRE

. A snow-fem°- holdmg umt is szmple 10 make. Iz works best wzzh four pocts pounded into r.he: ground for '

snpporL

: Building a Snow Fence Holdmc Unit

S\ OW FE\ CE HOLDI\G U\IT

CTING LOMPCST BINS .

" 1. Choose a 3-Toot-square site for your holding unit, and pomd the :

four wooden or metal posts mto the ground 3 I et apart, at the | -"'
comners of the square. '

Cut the ‘heavy wire into Iencrths for des. Artac‘x ﬂ*e snow fence 1o.
the ouLSIdP of the posts with the wire ties, usmw pher:.

- \fIatenaIs '
« four wooden or meta‘i

posts, 4-5 feetlong - °
{(Use pressure-treated
lumber for the wooden
posts.) '

- =~heavy wire for ges
.+ a 13-foot length of

“snow fencing, at least

" 3 feettall {a 16-foot

length with opnona‘
wpy :

Tools -

» hedvy-dury wire '
Or tin'snips .

- pliers

» sledge hammer

s work sloves

e 1y e g R R
.ol .

3. Ar:ach the ends of the snow fence togethm m thb sarme way,
for:nmcr a 3-fi foct- -square ¢ “’ICIOSh"E



Snow Fence Bin

Wood or plastic snow fence (or chicken wire) can be used to
make a composter that is cheap and very easy (o set up. if
you want io tum the pile, you can remove the fence, set it up
beside the first pile, and tuin the compost into the newly set
up bin. Simply make a circle out of the fence and tie it with
metal wire to a couple of posts.

Wire-Mesh or Hardware Cloth Unit

Tie 3-4 fi of wire mesh or hardware cloth into a circle and attach the
ends with wire ties using pliers. Space wood or metal posts around
the inside, hold tight against the wire and pound them firmly into
the ground to provide support.

&
Cement blocks or bricks may be used to build a composter. m | i | |
Tt is easy to set up and can be constructed with two sections - ] ] l
to facilitate the turning of the pile from one section to the Lo I I I

next.

L]

- Drum/Can

A plastic or metal drum may be used as a composter. It requires
very little space in your backyard and is cheap and easy {o set up.

Remove the bottom of the can and puncture holes throughout- You
may raise the can off the ground for additional ventilation.




Plans for more detailed backyard composter units pictured below are available upon request.
Please contact the Resource Recovery Fund Waste Reduction Centre Hotline at 1-800-665-LESS
(5377) if you would like a copy of these plans. :

— Three unit wire bin
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If your compostlng‘operatlon lS small,and yqu nelther rellsh noxr have
the;tlme for turning: materials;” thenvyou‘l
ol youx: needs.zThe ‘parrel’ i$ rotated severals timés. wheriéver;new
materjals are. added. It is constructed with. a mlnlmum of hand-p&

tocls~*and 1§ nct dlffmcult or tlme ccnsumingx ;

+

'ulld ‘Et~w1ll’b5é'

45 gallgn“arum,j
40 X 2Zx 4" {(frame’ uprwghts) :
- ' ! (frame horlzontals) :

’40 ng“x 1 g 3% (ctgss, braces). ‘white! pine
3“ {corneT ‘braces)s ‘whiter pine
= 27 K> I (cross boards) whlte pin R
—:7‘1f2“‘dla. > 3/4"*(bea?1ngs\ whlte'p;ne or plyaood.f{
' dla. x 3/4“ (bearlngs) whlte plne or pIYWOod'ﬂ:,

71/2 x'40‘112“ steel rod =

p’*#:d PRSI N N

: 1/4‘ 17gn stOVe~b01ts” R o
P-lz 1[4”x 1M stove’ ‘bolts:- L FLL A 3 - ; ":'"fgagg%-
m;‘LZB - 17 1/2“ #10 wood screws" ' “. ,7 AN .foFERW&L
T Wood glue - v

uxapproxwmauely Atplnt cf flat black pa nt

.QCONSTRUCTAOX

ﬁi.cu‘l. Dbtaln A good 45-ga110n—drum that hasanot contalned any'thlc
) 'jchemlcals. ‘Ask. for. a.. 'food gradel: barrﬂl . If metal; it misE-DER
' ‘unpainted-on: fhe inside’ dand de-rusted’ (use & -metal: brush) Add a.
_.f;‘protectlve coatlng 1n31de u51ng a natural“metalapr'met“

=gﬂ:can alSO beused sl :

hole 1n'the exac

_ ”'-jsfe°¢ *od,

.J#ﬁake a slmple tOOlth : _

. gauge ‘anywhere: along thex 01rcumferenc,f”‘

‘yanprox1mate‘cenbre. '
-int

'f2._Dr111 a_l/é{

Next scribe Th9111 es!

;“3;;”°“ ':;he Horners sllghtxy..Dr;ll aa;/4“ ‘holéd rdbmewhere: a;ong one’ of
';j" ' st rstarD ‘ther saver: saw._If your barrel -hasyribs as" most do,’
R you,w11 ”ave to cut’'a 1M’ wearnotehf on- each rlbfto ﬁacllltate openlng
7, % thesdooriattach the hlnges and the hasp to the*barrel ‘and le us

f; X 1[4“ SLDVe bolts.--

Ynfind this: composter;sulted

é:eéf”"

'arrel makingisuFe.to

lng 1;f

A

B plastlc drumﬁ:”‘




H - vyt o . -~ [ d . .- = .. TS .t
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g From- 3[4" whlte plncr ok, tﬂo cx?cles 7 1[2";n dlametcr and wd
;. cireles 2 3[4“ in? dgameter. Drill ‘a 1/2" hole in “the’cantre of each ™
. andTappIy. ‘glue to tHe 2 3/4 circles. Glue the 7, 3/4".c1rc1es to‘th_ 7 -
viy28 circles: This; cam be done. easily if the. c1rcles are texporarily:
,Wsllppe&‘ove:, hel 1/2%) ‘steel. red and clanped i After! the. glue has: dr;ad
're“ove the qlsks, 1rserf the rod through the barre; ‘and- assemble as_c

LR

mstove ‘be t”3LHﬂ‘

- vut PR :
the ;zfpy—é's to lengtb and . 51ng a.

cérnér:lap:joink,: assemble with- two
127270 £10 Wood: scérews. in each 301nt._
Tﬁe uprlqh-s Wwillkialso have: to-be
dadoed:23: inches” from the bottom to
accept a'l X 3" board TS make a
cornertlap-joint 3-51mp1y remova omne- .
half the.thickness of. the’ stock to a,
“'fgth comparable to the width. of-the
' LoTh both ends of all pleces.,,u

Clt’.w :

: p eces before assemb;lnq the top _
'&portlon of the support. frame..sllp
steel rcd with barrel =~ .
W ‘4'througb ‘theése holes and _
Sl gplnsert the cross mempers .intd ‘the. _5:¢,f'
dadosd uprlghts. Fasten with B :
-1k 1/2“ ‘#40 weod screws: Next cut the . ' \ R
. ‘1 ¥ 3 x,;23 '1f4" pléce at 45~ ccgree aﬂgles at bath ends, and‘attac .
R g*.w1th L. 1f2"_r10 Wdod screws across cornarS*as shown-ln the by

1 =

% \‘7 -ror-eytra-subgort,uuse 2 x 4% 27"_crdss boards‘onﬂeach s;de.. :
them to an angle as: the unpe* end 1s at 14 1/2" and lower end a€.29%,. -

_B

>

. Brlll savera1  '
;. exackly: undevnﬁauh the door openxng to ellﬂlnate-DY03554 
LEairf the outs*de of bbe unlt a fla; blacx ccloar‘ o

It g, pe*ng dlst*;puuod as pa¥t of Coh_ ST"O .RLO;'& Mr0ﬁect ru byf
bhe ?DC'”L;HQ \.ou*lcz.1 of-Ontaric Ulbﬂ FLndlng FIOﬁ-Barciay Qecyclénq
‘Inc. and bhe Oﬁuazlo Wlnlstry of tbe;Eﬁv1ronnent . S
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FOUR-TIER STACKED TURN]NG I.WIT

AR S s

. Tour-par stocked turning unit cam be mzxpmswely c.onstmctad to compost laxgc amounts of yard, gmdm, ami
mhcn wastes. Th.LS unit. allows for easy m:mng of thc cnmpos; m.atenal to aerale the plit: duc 1o thc staskabl

zmcs wh:c‘n czn b: r:lomicd w;.h casa.

TR T . FER -
: K Bissss-snans o
~ BIFETEP SuanvCiaim
o T T ;_ annsClimsan
A B C

Figare 1 Foar-Tier Stacked Torning Usit
A« Urir in original location
B: R:—sna:bngth:uni:mmzhccompcsi
c Cmnpcs:hs.sbc:nmmd.umzlsinmlocamn_ '

Building & Four =Tier Smcked Tummg Uait

1. Cut eight 3-foot: pieces of l-mch X 3-mch woadcn mappmg ‘for each stackable section. Thus, foz fcur
stat;kabk sectons, thlrty—mo lﬂumh X 3-mch strappm,, cut into 3-fo ot-lengths are required. U

2. C\rr il Sumch by oot prccc of hzxﬂwarc cloth Smplc the cloth between twWo 3-foot-lcngth-p‘cccs of 1- .m:h
x 3-inch wood such that 1/2-inch of the cloth is staplcd to the back Of each of the two boards with the
distance. betwesn the boards being 4-mches.: The, twn hoa:ch; and zh*' mcsh form zhc wal! piﬁc&» and s‘nouia
be 9-mch::~ m hmghi. R:pc.a,;, buﬂdmg thr : fié'w:ﬁls ST -

. ’ L e
~ ot " . +
- . 4 . P

Figure 2: Wall of 2 stackable section - ‘



3, Cut sixteen 9-inch-length-pieces of 2-inch x 2+inch lumber. Each stackable section requires four S-inch pieces
o 2-inch x 2-inch lumber. These are the corner posts for each stackable SECUon ~

4 Nzl the 5-inch wall pieces from step 2 o the 9-inch comer posts such that &t is offet by 1/2 ~inch; pilot
noles may be required (Sce Figure 4). Thie will result in 2 stackable section that is 3-feet 1-inch x 3-feet 1-
inch x S-inches in height. The offser comer posts will iock the frames in place.

3: l“ i

b

1 i
3¢ w34
r_J_ 2” % Eu

—

Figure 3: Overhead view of a stackable section

Figurs 41 Corner post offsat
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aterials

eight 1-inch x 3-inch x 12-foot
wooden strapping

one 2-inch x 2-inch x 12-foot board
3-feet x B-feet of 1/2 nch square
salvanized hardware cloth

75-80 1*? inch galvanized sails
staples

Tools

saw

hammer

wire cutters
carpenterts square
stapler

drill

penci

tape measure




